
Regions Hospital Trauma Service TM:13:02 Attach #1 

Pediatric Chest Tube Management 
 
 
Check Tube D/C Parameters q shift 
1. Output: <2cc/kg over 3 shifts 
2. Air leak: None  for 3 shifts 
3. Residual pneumothorax: none or 
small and stable 

 
 

No. Wait 1 shift 

All parameters 
met? 
 
 
Yes 

 

Did patient 

ever have air 
leak? 
 

Yes 

 

Water seal x6 hrs, 

then single view 
CXR 

 
Return to suction 

for 6 hours  
 
 

Yes, PTX 

 
 

No PTX, or 

small stable 
PTX? 

 
 
No or stable PTX 
 
 

Pull chest tube 
Occlusive dressing 
 
 
 
 
 

Single view CXR 

after 6 hours 
 
 
 
 
 

Significant 

change? 
 
 

No 

 

Done 

No  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Observe, consider 
catheter or chest 

tube drainage 


